BRITAIN  AND   BURMA   (1795-1826)	105
panic at the Burmese capital. In order to gain time to raise fresh
armies an armistice was proposed, and in October 1825 the Kyi
Wungyi met Sir Archibald Campbell twenty-five miles north of
Prome for peace talks. The discovery that the Burmese were pre-
paring to attack Prome brought these to a summary conclusion,
and fighting was resumed. This was the last serious Burmese
stand. After its defeat progress by both land and river was rapid.
At Malun peace talks were again started by the Kyi Wungyi,
but the British peace terms, which comprised the cession of
Arakan, Tenasserim, Assam and Manipur and the payment of
an indemnity in rupees equal to a million sterling, so staggered
the Burmese that the discussions were broken off. Not until the
British army was at Yandabo within a few days' march of the
capital did the Burmese finally give way, after many attempts
to haggle over the terms as the expeditionary force made its
way through Upper Burma, brushing aside such enemy forces as
were from time to time flungagainst it. On 24 February, 1826, the
Trea ty ofYandabo was ratified and the British advanced no farther.
By the cession of Arakan and Tenasserim Burma lost most
of her sea frontage though retaining the ports of Rangoon,
Martaban and Bassein. The safety of the North-East Frontier
of India was assured by the cession of Assam and the under-
taking by the Court of Ava to abstain from interference in
Manipur, Cachar and Jaintia. Among additional stipulations it
was laid down that an indemnity of a crore of rupees was to be
paid by instalments, a British Resident was to be entertained at
Ava and a Burmese Ambassador at Calcutta, while a separate
treaty of commerce was to be negotiated.
The war, which, had it been properly organized, should have
lasted only a matter of months, had gone on for nearly two
years and cost thirteen millions sterling. The total forces
employed by the British ran to 40,000 men, of whom no less
than 15,000 lost their lives, though only four per cent were
battle deaths. But the course of Burmese history had now been
radically altered. The British had gained possession of two
large provinces of the Empire of Ava, and must either ulti-
mately relinquish them, or go on until they occupied the whole
country. For some years the. main question at issue was whether
they were worth keeping,

